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be brief. On the eighth day after this dread spectacle (New-yearVday 1753), Voltaire sends, in a Packet to the Palace, his Gold Key and Cross of Merit. On the interior wrappage is an Inscription in verse : ' I received them with loving emotion, I return them with grief; as a broken-hearted Lover returns the Portrait of his Mistress:
' Je let refits avec tendresse, Je vous les rends avec douleur; O'est ain&i qu'un amant, dans son extreme ardeur, Rend le portrait de so, maitresse.'
And,—in a Letter enclosed, tender as the Song of Swans,— has one wish : Permission for the waters of Plombieres, some alleviations amid kind nursing friends there; and to die craving blessings on your Majesty.1
Friedrich, though in hot wrath, has not quite come that length. Friedrich, the same day, towards evening, sends Fredersdorf to him, with Decorations back. And a long dialogue ensues between Fredersdorf and Voltaire; in which Collini, not eaves-dropping,' heard the voice of M. de Voltaire at times very loud."1 Precise result unknown. After which, for three months more, follows waiting and hesitation and negotiation, also quite obscure. Confused hithering and thithering ahout permission for Plombieres, about repentance, sorrow, amendment, blame; in the end, reconciliation, or what is to pass for such. Recorded for us in that whirl of misdated Letter-clippings; in those Narratives, ignorant, and pretending to know : perhaps the darkest Section in History, Sacred or Profane,—were it of moment to us, here or elsewhere !
Voltaire has got permission to return to Potsdam; Apartment in the Palace ready again : but he still lingers in Dove Street; too ill, in real truth, for Potsdam society on those new terms. Does not quit Francheville''s ' till March 5th'; and then only for another Lodging, called ' the Belvedere,1 of
1 Collini, p. 48 ; Ltlttr, in (Envrti dt Fridlric, xxii. 305.